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Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Pathways, a 
Florida Community College 
charter career academy, is to 
provide academic, career and 
character development instruc-
tion for high school dropouts 
and students at high-risk of 
dropping out who have been 
referred to Pathways by the 
Duval County School Dis-
trict. Through intensive, inno-
vative and focused secondary 
and postsecondary instruction 
as well as comprehensive 
case management services, 
Pathways seeks to re-attract, 
motivate and engage students 
in a challenging and exciting 
whole-life educational environ-
ment.  
 

Vision Statement 
 

Pathways Academy will be 
recognized, at the state and 
national levels, as a leader in 
providing a comprehensive 
academic and personal enrich-
ment program that allows the 
flexibility to take students 
through high school gradua-
tion, post-secondary education 
and gainful employment lead-
ing to a successful future. 
 

Statement of Values 
 

At Pathways Academy  
we value: 

 

An environment that fos-
ters quality teaching and 
functional learning 

Innovative and creative 
education options for stu-
dents 

Personal, professional and 
social development 

 

TRADING PLACES 
 
When I first signed up for welding, I was a bit apprehensive and cautious. 

When I was approved for my welding class, I was excited. When I began 

class on January 05, 2009, I was scared. My fears quickly faded day by 

day as I adjusted to the learning environment. The class is fast paced, 

which means the faster one works and catches on, the quicker one moves 

to the next level. Now that I’ve become accustomed to the pace of the 

class, and  have gotten used to wearing the leather welding jacket, denim 

jeans, heavy coated gloves, hard hat and protective eye glasses, I feel like a 

real professional. 

 

I am currently studying Arc welding or, what is commonly referred to as “stick” welding. Stick welding 

is done on a structure that already exists and is in need of repair. I have also learned how to weld in a 

straight line, which is called a “bead” A bead is important because it holds two plates of metal together. 

I have made T-Joints and Lap Joints, which are often used on construction sites. After my four hour 

welding class ends, I go to the nearest bathroom and transform into my regular clothes, which includes 

my Pathways’ T-shirt. It almost reminds me of superman changing in the 

phone booth. As a matter of fact, I am changing. I am changing to become a 

professional, one who will contribute to society. 

 

Not only have I been given the opportunity to change, so have many of my 

peers at Pathways. We are receiving a wonderful opportunity to earn certifi-

cation in a  trade. Other than welding, several students are taking carpentry. 

I sense those involved in the trade classes are truly grateful for this opportu-

nity.  In a growing market that is highly competitive,  Pathways’ students, 

with this training, can obtain high paying careers. This is truly fantastic. 

 

In giving respect and acknowledgment to our professors at Florida Commu-

nity College, who teach the trade classes, we want them to know we appre-

ciate their help and support. Also, we want to allow the professors the opportunity to voice their 

thoughts about Pathways’ student participation.  Mr. Fred Kite, who is the Welding Professor, had this 

to say, “I feel that it is an honor for there to be a program like Pathways that gives students an opportu-

nity to earn a high school education. I feel that students from Pathways are well mannered, are a joy to 

teach, and I love having them in my class. 

 

I expect them to learn welding skills in the following: Arc Welding, Migg, Tigg, and Fabrication. Also, I 

expect them to be ready for employment when finished with my welding course. 

 

The students will be learning: 

Good work ethics 

To interact with other employees and students 

To be an asset to the company that employs them 

 

I feel that this is a great opportunity for them to be around a work atmosphere and to be able to obtain a 

trade at FCCJ while earning a diploma or GED at Pathways. Also, I am extremely overjoyed that they 

are expressing an interest in welding. 

 

I would just like to encourage the students that express an interest but are not certain if this program is 

for them...open your mind and explore your options. Welding is a good trade to take up in today’s econ-

omy. I have been welding for forty years, and I enjoy teaching the trade. The pay is good and has many 

benefits to improving the student’s life. Also, I would like to end by saying, I want my students to take 

away from my class a greater sense of self- worth, to feel better about themselves, and to be extremely 

successful”. - By: China R. Bowman 
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Pathways is an awesome program that provides students another opportunity to obtain not just a 

high school diploma and a GED, but also an effective education that they can be proud of. 
 

As Career Coaches/Case Managers here at Pathways, we provide one-on-one guidance to students 

to help them with employability and social skills on a more personal level. Career coaches are like 

mini-guidance counselors. When the students’ needs can be met individually, socially and academi-

cally, overall it’s beneficial for the entire program.  
 

I know that my life doesn’t belong to me. I was created by God to make a lasting impression in the 

heart of many. I am not perfect but serve a perfect God. 
 

Always remember: When you fall just know that getting up is an option…Use IT! “Failing is not 

failure, but quitting is!”    

 

Marchelle Calhoun 

Career Coach 

Pathways is a dynamic program geared to provide young adults with the opportunity to obtain a 

high school diploma or GED. While doing so, students are given the opportunity to gain a secon-

dary education by taking college courses through the dual enrollment program. Outside of learning 

technical and trade skills, personal and social development, problem solving, critical thinking, and 

employability skills, students at Pathways are surrounded by faculty and staff that care about them 

and support their academic and personal goals.   
 

As a Career Coach at Pathways, I enjoy challenging students to do something positive for them-

selves. I believe they can learn the skills and earn the credentials necessary to succeed and to ac-

quire whatever they need or want in life. I dare students to work hard, dream big and often, and to 

never give up on their dreams. Also, I encourage students to strive to pass the tests of life and to 

overcome the many challenges and obstacles they will face daily. I believe in our students at Path-

ways and I know with my assistance they can make it. 
 

Students, remember to keep positive and be optimistic, take control of your life, find the good in all 

that seems bad, and reflect on all that is a blessing to you and all that you have...this in my opinion 

is the key to happiness. 

 

Tonya Jackson 

Career Coach 

Pathways Academy is a thriving, innovative, educational alternative for students of promise. I’ve 

been with Pathways since the  school’s first year 2006-2007. I’m not discouraged by anything 

I’ve seen. I understand that the birth place of a miracle will always be surrounded by contro-

versy. Pathways is that miracle. 

 

I approach every student with an open mind. My coaching style is based on inquiry and work-

based learning. I believe the caliber of students Pathways serves can benefit greatly from those 

styles of learning. 

 

I place a very high value on education. I believe if we cease to learn something new everyday, 

we cease to grow and advance to the next dimension of life. I am currently working on my sec-

ond Masters degree. On another note I love to bake and create recipes. I wear several other hats. 

I’m a certified food safety manager, notary, and certified licensed counselor. Whatever positive 

things I find to do, I do it! 

 

FOREVER FORWARD AND NEVER BACKWARDS! 

 

Felita Wilson 

Career Coach 
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I Love You  
 

I love you for so many reasons 
 

Large and small  
 

And a lot of them are wonderful 
 

I love you for all your special qualities 
 

They make you ñyouò, one of a kind 
 

I love you for the things you say  
 

And for the things you do 
 

I love you because you know how to bring out the best in me 
 

I love you just because I do 
 

Now in a place where there was ñnothingò in the deepest part of my heart 
 

Is Love For You 
 

By: Taylor Kelly 

I have worked with at-risk youth for a number of years.  Pathways is by far the most positive 

environment that I have worked in.  Most of our students really want to be here and are very ea-

ger to be successful in their path to a brighter future.   

 

I feel that the JAG program and the career coaches are an essential part of the students achieving 

that success. We are a daily resource for these students on both an academic and personal 

level.  Often young adults just need someone to talk to that will truly listen to the challenges they 

face in their daily lives.  I believe  being that person to the students at Pathways relieves many of 

their stresses and allows them to make clearer choices about what is best for them.  

 

I believe that I have a calling to work with these young people and truly make a difference in 

their lives.  Everyday at Pathways, I am given opportunities to clearly see our program is making 

those positive differences and greatly increasing these students’ chances of having a successful 

future they can be proud of.  I want them all to set their goals high,  know they can achieve them, 

and realize I will be here to do whatever I can to help along the way! 

I think that Pathways provides an awesome opportunity for students to reestablish their goals and 

strive for success. It offers a host of benefits and an opportunity to explore vocational programs 

while enrolled in high school. 

 

As a Career Coach I provide a level of support to the student. They have a person that they can 

come to when they are experiencing challenges in their lives. By the students having a Career 

Coach, they have an extra person that will monitor, encourage, and guide them. 

 

The job that I do at Pathways is more than a job, it’s a personal mission. I am here because I 

choose to make a difference in the world, and Pathways is the vehicle that I am using to make my 

difference. 

 

When you are almost at the end of the race, find your second wind to make it across the finish 

line. 

 

Semikah Yisrael 

Career Coach 

 

Marie McCue 

Career Coach 
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Jobs for Floridaôs Graduates (JFG) is rooted in four Rôs ï Rigor, Relevance, Relationships   
& Recognition. JFG, an affiliate of Jobs for Americaôs Graduates, Inc (JAG), a national   
nonȤprofit corporation established for the purpose of assisting States in creating a stayȤ  
inȤschool and schoolȤtoȤcareer transition system for students of promise based on the   
JAG Model. The foundation of all JAG programs is the 86 competency curriculum which   
covers Career Development, Job Attainment Skills, Basic Work Skills, Leadership and Self   
Development Skills, Personal Growth, Life Survival Skills, and Workplace Survival Skills. 
 

For more information, visit JFG at www.flgraduates.org 

Pathways Academy 

 

JFG POETRY SLAM 2009 
ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS: GET INVOLVED!  

 

See your Career Coach for details 

Sign up for the poetry slam competition 

Remember the themes: 

       ǐ  H20 Every Drop Counts 

       ǐ  My Destiny, My Decision 

Develop your work in one of the three categories 

Support your peers who move on to the next round 

Represent Pathways with pride and character 

Monday, February 9, 2009, at 6 - 8 PM 

Florida Community College - Rm. A1046 

 

PARENTS AND GUESTS ARE WELCOME 

We will see you there. 

Preparing Our Students for GED & FCAT Tests 
 
Dear Students, 

Now that you have come this far pat yourself on the back and tell yourself, “Good Job”. This means that you are almost there. You 

can see it now, the high school diploma or GED certification being placed in your hands as you stretch your arm out to receive it. 

What a wonderful rush of emotion as you think and say to yourself, “I did it”. Yes! Yes you can do it, and here at Pathways, we 

know you can and believe that you will. However, to get to that moment of pure bliss, there are some things you are going to have 

to do. You will have to buckle down, stay focused, and build your knowledge base by going to class, doing your homework, and 

going the extra mile to learn more to strengthen your weak areas of study. Outside of those things mentioned, the one most impor-

tant thing to do is to practice, practice, and practice some more. Below are a list of helpful websites you may use to practice for 

upcoming tests. Please make and take the time to utilize these resources to help you. Also, along with the test-prep web sites are 

important testing dates you should be aware of. Knowing these test dates early enough should aid in giving you a head start to pre-

pare for them. We at Pathways and those at Jobs for Florida’s Graduates (JFG) truly desire success, in which we believe your can 

achieve. Remember, you can do it, and we know you can. 
 

 

Helpful Test Prep Resources: 

Steck-Vaughn  

GEDpractice.com (http://steckvaughn.harcourtachieve.com/en-US/gedpractice) 

 

FCAT Explorer 

www.fcatexplorer.com 
 

FCAT Released Tests  

http://fcat.fldoe.org/fcatrelease.asp 
 

Important Testing Dates: 

1st Administration of GED, February 17 & 18 

2nd Administration, TBA 

FCAT Writing (45 minute “On Demand” writing prompt only), February 10 

FCAT Writing Make-Up Testing, February 11 & 12 

FCAT SSS Reading/Mathematics/Science, March 10, 11 & 12 

FCAT SSS Reading/Mathematics/Science Make-Up Testing, March 13 – 19 
 

FCAT – Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test  GED – General Educational Development test 

SSS – Sunshine State Standards 

http://www.flgraduates.org/
http://steckvaughn.harcourtachieve.com/en-US/gedpractice
http://www.fcatexplorer.com
http://fcat.fldoe.org/fcatrelease.asp

